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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

October 26, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual meeting to order at 5:05 pm on October 26, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Summer Scott, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
KC Nau, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Heather Henry, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 
 

Guests: Phi Filerman, CORE Representative 
Katharine Rushton, CLEER Representative 
Alyssa Reindel, Evergreen Zero Waste 
Genevieve Villamizar, Prospective EBoard Member 
Brittany Biebl, Guest 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from the September 
2020 meeting. Colin seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Summer mentioned that he had participated in a CORE energy audit and would like to 
entertain a topic on a later agenda about improving community accessibility (especially for 
renters) to this important service.  Colin added that he had also done an energy audit last 
year and that it was a highly subsidized service. 
 
Katharine pointed out that rebates for Garfield Clean Energy are available through the end 
of the year.  There are rebates for a Black Hills Energy gas audit through the end of the 
year, as well. 
 
Phi followed up by pointing out that CORE is primarily funded by the Pitkin County 
Renewable Energy Fund and with the budget cuts due to the pandemic audit and energy 
assessment services will be limited to Pitkin County residents after January 1, 2021.  
Because of the budget cuts, her work will be focused in Pitkin County and since she is 
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already on three Environmental Boards upvalley, she won’t be able to serve as the CORE 
Representative to the TOC EBoard. 
 
Colin:  This will be a huge loss for our group, but we wish you well. 
 
EBOARD MEMBER APPLICATION: GENEVIEVE VILLAMIZAR  
Colin introduced Genevieve Villamizar as a potential member to the EBoard.  As a preface 
to Genevieve to introducing herself, Colin provided a brief background on the EBoard: 

• The EBoard’s primary role is to provide environmental recommendations to the 
Town of Carbondale Staff and Board of Trustees on environmental issues. 

• Current projects that the EBoard is engaged in include: 
o Reducing the use of plastics, especially single-use plastic.  In that capacity 

the EBoard was instrumental in the BOT hiring a plastics consultant; 
o Dandelion Day (the EBoard’s biggest social event each year); 
o Working to address climate change, particularly by amending the building 

code.  The EBoard was able to spearhead the addition of a solar 
requirement to the TOC’s building code, and a subgroup is currently 
engaged with CORE, CLEER, and Jeff Dickinson to incorporate aspects of 
the Climate Action Plan into the building code; 

o Members of the EBoard are researching the health and environmental 
impacts of 5G; 

o Labeling local trees and preparing a GIS map to further our understanding 
of the local environment. 

Genevieve began by explaining that after serving on the Parks & Recreation Commission 
for two years she had recently resigned because she didn’t feel like her interests were 
being effectively served.  She previously served on the Tree Board and writes columns for 
several local publications.  Her undergraduate degree is from CSU in horticultural science, 
and she recently completed a Masters in Environmental Management.  Her research focus 
was on sustainable and resilient communities, re-wilding children and adapting the built 
environment for resiliency and wellness.  Her biggest concern is the aridification of the 
Mountain West and the need to educate our communities on water conservation and 
landscape adaptation.  She wants to work towards a culture change on water conservation 
and has a lot of ideas on how that can be accomplished. 
 
Questions for Genevieve from EBoard Members: 
Mark complimented Genevieve on her ideas, and asked what are her ultimate goals?  
Genevieve responded by saying that the goal is to keep more water in the river and for 
critical needs.  She would also like to help develop community environmental awareness 
and a sense of pride. 
Sandy complimented Genevieve on her passion and asked if she has the time and interest 
to put energy into other EBoard projects.  Genevieve pointed to her experience as a 
journalist and noted that she has the connections to disseminate information from the 
EBoard directly to the community.  It is her desire to use both outlets to build up the 
community.  In that vein, Genevieve asked if the EBoard utilized social media platforms. 
 
Summer noted his ability to help with developing social media but wasn’t sure if he had 
time available to do so.  He noted Genevieve’s concern on water issues but thought that 
the bigger issue is food sustainability which he is trying to take to the next level. 
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Colin asked Genevieve if she was willing to attend meetings even if there were no topics 
that appealed to her interests.  Genevieve responded in the affirmative and noted that 
participation was a key component of being part of the commission. 
Colin asked Genevieve to leave the meeting for a short time while the EBoard members 
discussed her application.  After a brief discussion, the EBoard members in attendance 
were in favor of Genevieve’s membership. 
 
UPDATE ON PLASTICS CONSULTANT 
Colin introduced Kathleen Wanatowicz (PR Studios), who is in attendance to answer any 
questions or concerns the EBoard members may have on the consultation process.  He 
also noted that while the BOT is interested in re-starting the consultation process, they are 
concerned about placing additional burdens on businesses.  The next step is a deeper 
conversation with the BOT. 
 
Heather followed up by pointing out that this topic was on the BOT agenda for Tuesday, 
October 27th, with some of the focus devoted to the colder weather and many customers 
reverting to takeout rather than in-person dining.  The BOT has put the remaining cost of 
the consultation work into the 2021 budget with an eye towards completing the remaining 
tasks within the framework of assisting restaurants. 
 
Frosty was hoping for a way to increase access to the composting option—he noted that 
almost 40% of the “trash” that went to the dump could have been composted. 
Heather thought that that task should be handled by disseminating better information about 
the single hauler options. 
 
Summer noted that the issue is that many “compostable” items are not appropriate for the 
backyard compost pile and require a commercial composting process.  He indicated that 
he is in the process of creating a nonprofit to address issues such as this, with their first 
task creating a Beta program to incentivize activities like composting and make them more 
available to restaurants. 
 
Kathleen asked to backtrack a little so she could give a summary of the plastics 
consultation process to date: 

• The March 1st Friday was a successful opener to introduce this project to 
the community; 
• The next anticipated step was to go to restaurants to gather information 
about the barriers these businesses had in reducing single-use plastic, but with 
Covid protocols in place that process was put on hold; 
• With the consultation process back on track, their strategy will be to gather 
quantifiable information from restaurants through personal interviews. 

 
Colin asked why the process was limited to restaurants and wondered if it should be 
extended to other entities, as well. 
 
Kathleen responded that it could be—the process was originally focused on businesses, 
but it could be expanded.  She also indicated that once the BOT approves re-starting the 
consultation process the webpage on the Town of Carbondale website will be refreshed 
with the new initiative and a survey. 
 
Heather also pointed out that in additional to the initial outreach by PR Studios, LBA 
Associates (one of the foremost experts in municipal waste reduction) completed all of the 
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background research.  The BOT was very impressed with PR Studios and LBA Associates 
proposal and felt like the collaborative work between the two consultants would produce 
the best buy-in from the community. 
 
Frosty suggested that Jessica Trowbridge, the Kroger Representative that Sandy has been 
talking with, also be included in the process. 
 
UPDATE ON BAG FEE 
Colin communicated with Jay about reinstating the bag fee and Heather brought it up at 
the BOT meeting as well.  The BOT is not ready to reinstate the bag fee primarily because 
they don’t want to add stress to the City Market employees.  Heather noted that service 
workers are taking the brunt of the people’s exhaustion with Covid protocol requirements, 
but she also pointed out that plastic bags are still banned and the bag fee will be 
reconsidered at a later date. 
 
Summer asked if anyone was talking to the employees.  Heather responded that Jay has 
been communicating with many of them, especially as City Market finishes the 
requirements for their Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
Colin would like to see the bag fee reinstated, and Genevieve agreed with him.  She noted 
that she has not seen a lot of support for the workers from the City Market management. 
 
Frosty was comfortable with Jay’s insight.  He was not impressed with the roll-out of the 
new City Market. 
 
Sandy asked if the other members of the EBoard were comfortable with her 
communicating with Jessica Trowbridge on some of these things.  All of the members 
present were happy to let her share their concerns.  
 
UPDATE ON CLIMATE ACTION PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS 
Sandy referenced emails that had been sent out to the EBoard members with a draft of the 
CAP recommendations.  She isn’t sure when it will be on the BOT agenda but is hoping to 
have time for a good discussion. 
 
Katharine complimented Sandy and the other sub-committee members on the 
recommendations.  She thought that this would be a good opportunity to craft more 
detailed action items and wondered if they would be willing to meet with CLEER 
employees to ensure that everyone is on the same page. 
 
Heather cautioned the EBoard members that the 2021 budget will absorb a lot of the 
BOT’s attention for the next few months and not too expect a large allotment of time for a 
presentation in the interim.  She did point out that the Environmental Health budget will be 
considered on November 10th, and she will present the CAP workplan as it stands with 
recommendations to allocate funds towards managing these goals.  She recommended 
waiting until after the budget season to dive into a more detailed consideration of the 
workplan. 
 
Sandy clarified that there are seven recommendations on ways to improve the 
implementation of the CAP.  The spreadsheet that accompanies the recommendations is 
what everyone is calling a “workplan.”  She also clarified Heather’s point that the money 
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allocated for the Environmental Health Budget is a lump sum that can be allocated in 
various ways. 
 
Heather answered in the affirmative and noted that she sees the recommendations as a 
path to have quantitative information as a gauge for progress. 
 
Frosty recommended planning a work session with the BOT after budget season. 
 
Pat brought up the fact that data is key in this discussion and benchmarks will help define 
how the community should move forward.  He thought it would be useful to pursue grants 
to hire a staff person (or provide money for CLEER staff) to obtain the data. 
 
Katharine noted the CLEER will be presenting an update to the BOT tomorrow.  They have 
been doing a lot of consulting and outreach in Carbondale, especially with the upcoming 
commercial and multi-family developments. 
 
CORE UPDATES 
Phi had no new updates. 
 
EBOARD BUDGET 
Colin postponed discussion on this topic until the November meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The October 26, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for November 23, 2020 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


